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About SARI/EI Think Tank Forum

• SARI/EI Think Tank Forum for South Asia Regional Energy co-

operation (TTF)

• Forum of 20 plus Think Tanks across South Asia region – members
from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Sri Lanka. Nepal and Pakistan

• Launched in Kathmandu Nepal, 16th September 2016.

• Common agenda evolved for TTF through two workshops in Nepal
and India : consensus building in to enhance Energy Co-operation in
South-Asia
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SARI/EI Think Tank forum Launch workshops 

SARI/EI Think Tank forum India workshop -
27th October, 2016, at Hotel Le Meridian,
New Delhi, India to engage Indian Think Tank
Forum partners

The SARI/EI TTF launch Workshop, organized
on 16th September, 2016, at Hotel Shangri-la,
Kathmandu, Nepal to establish the SARI/EI
ThinkTank Forum.

Brainstorming to prioritise activities to foster energy –cooperation

Finalise objectives of the forum



Key Objectives of TTF

• Discourse on the role of CBET in addressing energy demands for

socio-economic development in South Asia

• Establish narratives and examples of the relevance of CBET in energy

security and clean energy development

• Bring disparate stakeholders together, bridging communication gaps,

mobilize public opinion for consensus building on CBET

• Engage with policy makers, media, parliamentarians, bureaucrats, civil

society and citizens to help prioritize, fast track the agenda for

CBET



SARI/EI  TTF Approach 

• Policy/Impact Research (Bhutan, Nepal and Bangladesh)

o Assessment of Socio Economic Benefits of the CBET

o Gender and Livelihood impacts of Hydroelectricity power Projects

o Policy Research to promote clean energy development and regional co-operation

• Stakeholder Engagement

o Stakeholder Consultations

o Regional Dialogues

o Regional Workshops 

• Media Engagement (Bangladesh ,Nepal, India & Sri Lanka)

o Opinion Editorials on CBET

o Human Stories on impacts

o Press Briefs/Releases



Assessment of Socio-Economic impacts of CBET in Bangladesh

• Evidence-based narrative to advocate the
strengthening of CBET within the South Asia
region.

• Field research in Bhangapara village and Chilmari
village in Ramkrishnapur Union, Beheramara of
Bangladesh after CBET from Berhampur, India



Beherampur- BeheramaraTranmission Line (2012) 







Changing Lives



Socio Economic Effects
Nature of Service Effect

Electrification

Increase in land prices

Improved infrastructure Investments

Connectivity

Lighting
Hours of Study

Change in time use

Mobile Phones Communication

Cooking
Reduce air pollution

Utilise time for productive activities

Computers, TV

Information

Knowledge

Skill Development

Transport Increased mobility

Fan/Coolers
Increased working hours

Reduced heat stress

Refrigeration
Storage of vaccines

Medicine storage

Water Pumping Clean potable water



Impact of CBET on Livelihoods and Gender in Nepal and Bhutan 

Impact of The Rahughat Hydroelectricity

Project (HEP)

• Lessons on power project design and bidding

criteria

• Improved infrastructure

• People engagement in project design

Impact ofTala HEP

• Chukhaa - use of electric cookers and water

boilers extremely beneficial for women.

• Reduced cooking times, women engaged in other

economic and non-economic activities

• Diversification of agriculture activities

• Improved infrastructure



Demographic changes in Chukhha

2008-2017
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Implementation of National Determined Contributions (NDCs) 

for Renewable Energy in Sri Lanka: Addressing Gaps in Policies & 

Regulations

• Nationally Determined Contributions related to

solar and wind energy that have been developed

for Sri Lanka

• Increasing the RE targets which contribute to
enhancing RE generation in countries of the
region

• International Solar Alliance is a key initiative to
generate regional cooperation Regional energy
transfer could be facilitated through NDC
implementation, and regional partnerships and
support for implementing NDCs of the energy
sector



Executive Summary of SARI/EI study on Economic benefits of 

Nepal India Power Trade in Nepali language

• Translation of IRADe modelling study on

Economic benefits of Nepal India Power Trade in

Nepali Language

• Outreach to Nepali citizens and media on

benefits of the CBET with India and associated

costs for delaying the same.



Stakeholder Engagement 
SRILANKA

▪ Enhancing Renewable Energy in Sri Lanka: Addressing Gaps in Policies &

Regulations & Promoting Regional Cooperation’ September, 2017 in Colombo.

SLYCANTRUST

NEPAL

▪ Regional Co-operation for Power Trade: Nepal India Perspective December , 2017

in Kathmandu. Institute for Integrated Development Studies, Nepal.

BANGLADESH

▪ Economic Benefits from Bangladesh-India Electricity Trade” February 2018, Dhaka.

Bangladesh Enterprise Institute , Bangladesh

INDIA

▪ Regional Dialogue on Cross Border Energy Co-operation in the Bay of Bengal

Region on 19th January 2018 , New Delhi. CUTS International



SARI/EI Think Tank forum workshops 

Regional Dialogue on Cross Border Energy Co-operation in the
Bay of Bengal Region on 19th January 2018 , New Delhi

National level workshop on ‘Enhancing Renewable Energy in
Sri Lanka: Addressing Gaps in Policies & Regulations &
Promoting Regional Cooperation’, on 20th September, 2017 in
Colombo, Sri Lanka

National level workshop on Regional Co-operation for Power
Trade: Nepal India Perspective on 1st December, 2017 in
Nepal

Report release workshop on “Economic Benefits from
Bangladesh-India Electricity Trade” on 26 February 2018, at
Lakeshore Hotel, Dhaka, Bangladesh



 

 

 

 

Sunday, June 25, 2017  

On the Brighter Side 

Nepal and India must keep energy sector 

away from their geopolitical calculations 

and cooperate for an energy sufficient 

future. 

There has been much written and said about 

Nepal's rich water resources and its potential 

for harnessing electricity. Hundreds of rivers 

flowing down from the Himalayas can 

produce upto 83 GW, which not only fulfill 

the national energy needs but can also help in 

meeting the demand of neighboring nations.  

 

Media Engagement 



 

 

 

Sunday, February 25, 2018  

More power to Nepal-Bangladesh ties 
 

Bangladesh is growing at an 

average rate of six per cent 

for the last decade with 

relatively stable political 

environment. New 

industries and international 

business ventures have 

contributed to healthy 

manufacturing sector, 

establishing thousands of 

industries across different 

parts of the country.  

 

January 19, 2018   

Politics impeding cross-border 
 energy trade: Study 
 
New Delhi, Jan 19 (UNI): National and regional politics 
had proved to be stumbling blocks to ensure energy 
security in the Bay of Bengal region, a study by non-
governmental organisation CUTS International said.  
Participating in a day-long symposium on Friday over 
the findings of the Consumer Unity and Trust Society 
International Study, a cross-section of speakers here,  

 

 

Tuesday, February 25, 2017  

Implementing 

nationally-determined 

contributions and 

regional cooperation 

in energy sector  

The energy sector of Sri Lanka is 

seen as an integral component of 

the country’s shift towards 

sustainable development, with 

more attention being focused on 

achieving growth targets at low 

emission levels through 

sustainable energy sources. 

 

 

December 1, 2017 

 

Media Engagement 



• Quality of Electricity

• Distribution of electricity

• Energy Access Key for Socio economic

Development

• Sustainable Development Goal 7 

• .Power Generation Project Design

• Achieve Clean Energy Targets (NDCs)

Learnings &  Recommendations  



• What should be role of Think Tanks to work on the challenges and
solutions for CBET?

• What are the strategies to sensitize Stakeholders and build
awareness on benefits of CBET in South Asia?

• How to engage with people for creating conductive environment for
CBET?

• What should be way forward to sustain required co-ordination and
actions for Think Tank Forum?

Key questions



A MORE EQUAL DISTRIBUTION OF ENERGY CAN CONTRIBUTE TO GREATER EQUALITY 
IN HEALTH , NUTRITION AND EDUCATION IN THE WORLD.



Thank You 


